liv                 INTRODUCTION

Of the Dean's sermons there is not much to be said. The
style is direct and vigorous, as in all his writings; but the
matter is dry enough in most of the extant discourses. " I
never preached but twice in my life," he is reported to have
said,1" and then they were not sermons but pamphlets," in
allusion to the sermon on " Doing Good," which was called
forth by Wood's coinage scheme. He preached oftener
than that, but he had no liking for the pulpit, and it may
be questioned if he was very effective as a preacher. " No,
indeed," he writes to Stella from London,2 " I put off preach-
ing as much as I can. I am upon another foot," although
he is careful to add, " Nobody doubts here whether I can
preach, and you are fools." No one can doubt that he
would at any time have drawn a large congregation to hear
him, but that would have been because of his fame as a
man of letters and a pamphleteer, who was accustomed to
say without concealment what he thought Most of his
sermons which have survived were written with some direct
philanthropic or political purpose; they concern themselves
but little with questions of doctrine, and hardly at all with
the specific message of the Christian Gospel.

As has been said already, his creed seems to have been
a brief one, but deep-rooted. " I am not answerable to
God," he writes in a grave passage of his " Thoughts on
Religion,"3 " for the doubts that arise in my own breast,
since they are the consequence of that reason which He
hath planted in me; if I take care to conceal those doubts
from others, if I use my best endeavours to subdue them,
and if they have no influence on the conduct of my life."
The tendency of his "practical view" of Christianity was
to place character and conduct before creed, while he would
have counted it dishonest to profess anything which he did
not believe.

He became, as time went on, a pessimist about the future
of Christianity, even as he was a pessimist in his view of
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